
Proposals  

  Hand in today, or next week. 
  Proposal – description of Expectations and 

Evaluation criteria on Assessments page on wiki 
  Word file will allow me to use Track Changes tool to 

input editing comments inline in text, rather than as 
appended comments 

  Devon Pena, Tuesday Feb 5, Noon, Scarfe 310, 
Transnational Place-Making and Social Justice 
Projects (critical social geography) 



Grid 

• Lots of new 
content 
• Unlinked Tags 
– what to do 
with? 
• Harvest content 
from Calendar – 
mp3 files, links 
to video and so 
on… 



A Tech Tapas  

How to ‘rip’ a YouTube video 
so that you can show it 
without Internet access? 
-- TubeSock 



Chomsky (modernist; Willinsky) vs 
Foucault (post-structuralist; Latour) 

  In 1971, American linguist/social activist Noam Chomsky squared off against 
French philosopher Michel Foucault on Dutch television ... the program was 
entitled 'Human Nature: Justice Vs. Power' and offered sharp contrasts 
between the more traditional view of 'human nature' and what would become 
a postmodernist perspective ... Chomsky, following a rationalist lineage going 
back to at least Plato, believes that there is a foundational 'nature' and that 
its positive aspects (love, creativity, recognizing and embracing justice) must 
be realized, while Foucault remains skeptical of any such notion... for him, the 
issue is not so much whether 'justice' or 'human nature' 'exists,' but how they 
have historically (and currently) function in society ... in regard to justice, he 
says (this is not included in the clips): "... the idea of justice in itself is an idea 
which in effect has been invented and put to work in different types of 
societies as an instrument of a certain political and economic power or as a 
weapon against that power..." The point of any political struggle, for Foucault, 
is to alter the 'power relations' in which we all find ourselves .. 



Working with Theory 

  What are the elements? 

  How are they 
assembled? 

  What is the picture/
story? 

  What is at stake, in this 
work? 

  Who benefits from this 
assemblage? 



Modernism, Critical Theory, 
Problematization: Chomsky vs Foucault 

  What is the picture/story? 

  What is at stake, in this work? 



Modernism, Critical Theory, 
Problematization 

  What is the picture/story? 

  What is at stake, in this 
work? 



Leading questions about Public Knowledge  

  How does the repetition of “the information age” 
continue the dream of modernity? 

  What is the role of historical erasure in that 
continuance? 

  How is it that academic research has largely ignored 
or mystified social critiques on the information age? 

  How is it that amidst an information explosion the 
very historical foundations and critical commentary on 
that explosion are lost to time? 



Day on Briet and “the ultimate problem of 
documentation” and the “dream of global 
information” 

  “The practice of documentation is also 
characterized by the integration of technically 
defined human agents and mechanical technology 
at a systems level…The human assimilation of 
technical machines requires that humans adapt 
themselves to the relatively narrow, reduced terms 
of mutual and interlinking standards that are 
native to machines. (p. 89) 



John  Willinsky, and the Public Knowledge Project: 
People have a Right to Know   

  “The Access Principle” 
  Sociability and knowledge – how to link 
  Similar model of a public to Habermas (17/18C) 
  Public participation in knowledge, e.g., wikipedia – 

how to align this tradition with educative spaces 
  Collective production of knowledge – issues of 

scale 
  Specific focus on research knowledge and public 

access 





John  Willinsky, and the Public Knowledge 
Project  

  How does Internet re/mediate expertise, and models of 
literacy? (DIY example from health) 

  How will making access to academic research change the 
nature of knowledge? 

   Will the Internet prompt shifts in forms of research 
knowledge, with new writing practices and communities,  
like blogging? 

  How might educational practices shift to accommodate 
new forms of collective knowledge production? What are 
the most likely obstacles and barriers? 



Modernism 

  WW1 1914-1918 
  WW2 1939-1945 
  From utopianism to disillusionment 
  Nationalism>>fascism>>propaganda 
  Science/technology/commodification 
  Aesthetics > new criticism > utilitarianism 
  Classification, statistics, testing, categorization 
  World fairs, speed, space, time, travel, media >> 

spectacle of consumption 
  Dick and Jane readers and standardization of public 

education 



Walter Benjamin, On the Concept of 
History <1892-1940> 

 "A Klee painting named ‘Angelus Novus’ shows an angel 
looking as though he is about to move away from 
something he is fixedly contemplating. His eyes are 
staring, his mouth is open, his wings are spread. This is 
how one pictures the angel of history. His face is turned 
toward the past. Where we perceive a chain of events, he 
sees one single catastrophe which keeps piling wreckage 
and hurls it in front of his feet. The angel would like to 
stay, awaken the dead, and make whole what has been 
smashed. But a storm is blowing in from Paradise; it has 
got caught in his wings with such a violence that the 
angel can no longer close them. The storm irresistibly 
propels him into the future to which his back is turned, 
while the pile of debris before him grows skyward. This 
storm is what we call progress." 



Key Themes of Critical Engagements 
with Modernism 

  Participatory engagement, rather than distanced, 
disembodied analysis, as mode of being critical 

  Mediation of subjectivity and social relations 
  Role for intellectual labor to make visible the means 

of production as a set of practices embedded in 
particular social, historical, cultural contexts and 
networks. 



Latour - getting outside of man/
machine, subject/object binaries  

  P. 56 - Science -----Politics/Society 
  The end of nature is not the end of our 

difficulties….How are we going to manage to 
convoke the collective on new grounds … 
Unfortunately, “the” collective… cannot be achieved 
by a simple adding together of nature and society…
The two houses were constituted for their mutual 
paralysis thus clearly cannot be brought together 
without further ado. 



Media/tion 
and Quasi-
Objects, Box 
2.1 

  Nature 
  Society 
  Politics 
  Science 
  Subjects 
  Objects 



  Latour demands that this interiority be unfolded as an 
effect generated 

  within networks of activities. In particular he calls for 
the recognition of the role of objects as 

  crucial to the performance of those activities we 
usually refer to as psychological (i.e. 

  knowing, emoting, remembering, categorising). 
Intersubjectivity must be seen as dependent 

  on a prior interobjectivity (see also Latour, 1996). 



Latour, Mediation, Virtuality 

  the mediation of sociality by technology has 
approached 

  something of a threshold moment. This moment is 
marked by the emergence of new powers 

  over the very control of material existence, of 
methods for intervention in life itself, coupled 

  with the more or less complete interpenetration of 
science and technology with the political 

David Middleton & Steven Brown, nd 



Addressable discursive objects (Public) as 
“hidden geography” (follow the objects) 



Questions via Latour… 

  What does the construct of “collectivities” do to the 
framing of your current engagement with questions 
about media? 

  What are the critical “quasi-objects” without which 
pedagogy would be unthinkable? 

  How is the displacement of the object/subject binary 
relevant to the technologies and mediated worlds that 
interest you? 

  Why and how does pedagogy resist the argument 
that all interventions are mediated?  



  Heidegger’s and Benjamin’s works both share a 
common concern with the technically formed image 
of reproduction in information and the power of 
that image to cancel out the very powers of design 
that construct and organize that image in society 
and culture. 

What new theoretical dimensions does Latour’s 
critical perspective add to our discussions of last 
week concerning media, difference/s, 
infrastructures and culture. 
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Insights 

 rather than assuming a set of dichotomies, it is often more 
useful to understand how the assumed “polar opposites” of 
a dichotomy are coupled together or mediated through a 

third party or material 
 to understand a sociotechnical system (e.g., an online 
discussion) it is useful to find and enumerate the actants of 
the system (which parts have or are acribed agency) and 
find and delineate the forces, ideas, actions, materials, etc. 

that couple these actants together into an actor-network 



Latour’s Constructs Made Visible 

  Fair Assembly: Making Things Public 
  http://makingthingspublic.zkm.de/fa/intro.do?

lan=en 
  http://www.generalnews.de/ 



The ‘flâneur’ 

  “botanist of the sidewalk” <baudelaire> 
  Modernism and a non-positivist science 
  Urban spaces and their social cultural and economic 

geographies of desire, consumption and performance 
  Modernism - architecture, design, industrialization, 

mass-mediated communication - photography, film, 
radio… 

  As researcher (Benjamin), as sign of surplus capital, as 
surfer, as critic…. 


